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meat case." Really, -Mr. Editor, I think this is rather a sweeping
assertion, in face of all that has been done in this matter by the
members of the veterinary profession during the last few years.

I had the privilege, in February of last year, of reading a paper
before the Medico-Chirurgical Society, of Edinburgh, on this
subject, and I there directed attention to the following facts as to
the action taken by members of the veterinary profession and by
Veterinary Associations in connection with this question--(l) In
1872, I read a paper in Glasgow before the West of Scotland
V. AI. Association, in whiclh I directed attention to the gravity of
the question, from a sanitary point of view. (2) In 1879, 1 pub-
lished a work-The Four Bovine Scourges-in which 1 said, " Under
any circumstances, the internal organs should be destroyed, and
it is a matter for grave consideration whether the flesh of an
animal suffering from even a slight degree of tuberculosis should
not be condemned." "AAs to the use of milk from animals in which
tubercle is suspected to exist, no two opinions can be held." " It
would be far better to give compensation and have even a sus-
pected animal destroyed, than to allow her to remain in a herd or
byre with the probability of spreading the disease to her neigh-
bours, and of poisoning the consumers'milk." (3) In 1883,the follow-
ing resolution was unanimously passed by the members of the
National V. Association-namely, "That in the opinion of this
meeting the Privy Council should include tuberculosis in the
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act." (4) In 1884, at a meeting of
the National Association, held in Manchester, I had the privilege
of proposing the following recommendation, " That the flesh of
animals which have suffered from tuberculosis, or any other
disease likely to prov-e dangerous to the human subject, should be
condemned." (5) Including my paper read before the Medico-
Chirurgical Society, and already referred to, I urged upon the
members the necessity of taking into consideration (a) the trans-
mission of tuberculosis to man by the ingestion of the flesh, the
milk, or the viscera of tuberculous animals; (b) the advisability
otherwise of providing for a more thorough and scientific system
of inspection at our slaughter-houses; (c) to the advisabijity of
memorialising the P'rivy Council to include tuberculosis amongst
the contagious diseases of animals; thus giving veterinary
inspectors the power of seizing all tuberculous cows, or even
suspected animals, that they may find in byres, markets, or fairs;
(d) to the advisability or otherwise of condemning the flesh of
animals affected with tuberculosis, even though it may be of a
limited extent, and localized in the sero.me."
The result of the discussion which followed the reading of this

paper was that a committee was appointed to take the whole
matter into consideration, and, as an outcome of this, Dr. Little-
john presented a report to the Board of Supervision, in which, I
take it, the views of this committee were embodied.

In your editorial you express the opinion " that the veterinary
surgeon is not, as a rule, the man best qualified to judge as to the fit-
ness of carcasses for human food," and acknowledgedly this opinion
is based on evidence given at the recent trial at Glasgow. I con-
fess, Sir, that some of it was remarkable; but was the peculiarity
confined to the veterinary profession only? 1 am speaking within
bounds when I say that there are very few members of the me-
dical profession who know anything about the diseases of animals;
and, if this is so, how are they to know what flesh is fit for human
food, and what unfit ? It was in full view of this fact that at a
meeting of the Royal Scottish Veterinary Association held in this
city in March of last year, under my presidency, I proposed a resolu-
tion to the effect " that an international conference of pathologists,
medical men, and veterinary surgeons should be held for the pur-
pose of discussing the whole matter of meat inspection ;" and,
going on with the proces.s of evolution, I further thought it my
duty to ask (through the Secretary) the President of the National
Veterinary Association to put the following resolution to the meet-
ing held in London on the 24th and 25th of last month: " That
this meeting reaffirms the principles of the resolutions already
passed at previous meetings of the Association, and, in view of
the revelations recently made in Glasgow, memorialises the
Government to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into tbe
whole question of meat inspection." This resolution was not put
because I had not complied with certain formalities, but, at my
suggestion, it was put at a meeting of the Border Counties Veteri-
nary Medical Association held at Carlisle on July 26th, and carried
with acclamation; and I hope that not only the veterinary but
the medical profession also will agitate in the matter until some-
thing definite is done by those who are responsible for the protec-
tion of the public in the matter of meat supply. Lastly, Sir, is it

not a significant fact that in the programme of the forthcoming
meeting of the British Medical Association there is no allusion
made to this very grave and important subject, in which the
medical profession ought to take a deep and an abiding interest ?

In conclusion, allow me, from an extended experience, to en-
dorse the remarks made in your last issue in reference to the pre-
vention and suppression of rabies. I cannot conceive why there
should be so much opposition to such measures, in view of the
frightful nature of the disease; and personally I am of opinion
that, if proper suppressive measures were enforced uniformly
over the country, there would be nothing heard of rabies in six
months.-I am, etc., THOMAS WALLEY.
Royal Veterinary College, Edinburgh, August 6th.

A NEW METHOD OF EXCISING TILE WRIST JOINT.
SiR,-The operation for excision of the wrist as described by

Mr. E. Thompson in the JOURNAL of July 20th is by no means
new.

It originated with Langenbeck, and is usually performed by
making a free incision over the dorsum of the hand along the
centre of the metacarpal bone of the index finger; on dividing the
interosseous ligaments the bones can be easily turned out with
an elevator and forceps.
In a case of my own I was struck with the facility with which

it could be performed, and it is one I shall certainly adopt in
future cases.-I am, etc.
Derby. T. HENDERSON POUNDS, F.R.C.S.

SCOTC!l LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL.
SiR,-At a special meeting of this Branch, held on July 30th, it

was unanimously resolved that the thanks of the Branch should
be sent to you (as well as to Dr. Farqaharson and Sir Walter
Foster, members of Parliament) for your great kindness, and for
the valuable assistance you rendered, in facilitating the work of
the deputation sent up by this Branch in connection with the
Local Government (Scotland) Bill. I have the greatest pleasure
in making this communication.-I am, etc.,

ALEX. NAPIER, Honorary Secretary, Glasgow and
Crosshill, Glasgow, August 3rd. West of Scotland Branch.

TYPHOID FEVER IN DOMESTIC ANIMALS.
SIR,-Your article on the above subject reminds me of the pre-

valence of typhoid amongst oxen and dogs in Natal in 1880. Dr.
Saunders, A.M.D., and myself found the typical lesions of typhoid
in several cases we examined of these animals that had died with
all the symptoms of the disease. AMoreover, he has pointed out
that, in fresh encampments there during 1879 and 1880, the cattle
were first attacked with diarrhoea, htemorrhage, " redwater,"
" lung sickness," and that after a few weeks the men were down
with genuine typhoid, suggesting a progressive development of
the virus. The credit of the observation is due perhaps to Homer
in the description of the plague at the beginning of the Iliad:

First fell his wrath on the mules and the swift-footed
hounds of the huntsman......

,,. and the niglht and the day were black with
the smoke of the corpse-fires.

(Calverley's Translation.)
-I am, etc., WXILLIAMI G. THISTLE.
Taunton, August 5th.

TEIGNMOUTH (Population, 8,548).-High Death-rate from
Cancer.-The most important facts in regard to the mortality sta-
tistics for 1888, to which Dr. F. C. Piggott draws attention, are
the low total number of deaths, the small number of deaths from
the principal zymotic diseases, and the marked diminution in the
number of deaths of children under one year of age. The absence
of diarrhoea from the list of fatal diseases is also worthy of notice,
this being the first year in which Dr. Piggott finds that no death
was registered from this cause. He also comments on the number
of deaths from cancer; the nine deaths registered as due to this
disease give 1,053 as the proportionate number lof deaths from
cancer for each million of living persons, whereas the number for
England and Wales was, in 1887, 606 per million. A high death-
rate from this cause is always observable in Devonshire, especi-
ally in certain localities, of which Teignmouth is one, and recent
researches seem to show that the increase is mainly dependent on
geographical conditions.


